
God Honors all Covenantal Relationships – 
Why Not the Church?

This letter is an initiative of Methodists in New Directions (MIND), signed by 570 
members of the, New York Annual Conference, attached. Please share it with others 
as part of your inclusive ministry. For more information about MIND, write to 
DrBenz3@verizon.net.

An Open Letter to the United Methodist Church from members  
of the New York Annual Conference

Marriage is an important covenantal relationship recognized 
and supported by the church, but in its doctrine and policies 
the United Methodist Church wrongly excludes lesbian and 
gay people from this recognition and support. 

Wherever people come together to grow as people of faith, 
God gives recognition and support. What matters to God is 
not who comes together, but why. The Gospel proclaims an 
unrelenting message of welcome in God’s kingdom for the 
unexpected, the outcast, the marginalized. And yet the United 
Methodist Church denies gay and lesbian people the right 
to marry in God’s name. The Church must aspire to God’s 
extravagant welcome.  

In 2007, the New York Annual Conference adopted a 
resolution to support the call for same-sex marriage. The 
Book of Discipline, the sum total of United Methodist 
policies, states “Certain basic human rights and civil liberties 
are due all persons. We are committed to supporting those 
rights and liberties for homosexual persons” (162H) and “…
sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We believe persons 
may be fully human only when that gift is acknowledged and 
affirmed by themselves, the church, and society” (161G), yet 
gay and lesbian members cannot be married in our churches 
or by our ministers. This inequality is wrong, unjust, ungodly 
and unacceptable. Therefore:

We call on our Bishop and all Bishops to speak in bold 
prophetic voices of the expanse of God’s welcome and to 
refuse to tolerate discrimination in their conferences.

We call on our General Conference delegates and all 
General Conference delegates to actively advocate and work 
for the adoption of legislation that overturns church policies 
that compel inequality in marriage rights. 

We call on our clergy to put aside societal prejudice and 
boldly manifest God’s welcome for their gay and lesbian 
congregants, as they do all congregants; and to lead their 
congregations into recognition that we are each complicit 
in the church’s discrimination whenever we are not actively 
engaged in dismantling it. 

We call on members of the New York Annual Conference 
and all United Methodists to refuse to accept a segregated 
Church; to find faithful ways to withdraw their complicity 
in the church’s unequal treatment of its gay and straight 
members; and to work tirelessly to bring about that day  
when the church finally reflects God’s radical inclusivity. 

Jesus acted with bravery and faith, even in moments of great 
turmoil. We call on each other to sustain our faith and pray 
for God’s grace and love to embolden us as we work to make 
our church a church for all God’s people.



Laurie Abramson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Georga Accola, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lowell Accola, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Ann Adkinson, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Austin Adkinson, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Joe Agne, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Jomal Alcober, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Martha Alfaro, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Betty Stuntz Allen, Cheshire UMC, Cheshire, CT
Jennifer Allen, Bay Shore UMC, Bayshore, NY
Iris Ambert, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Becki Anderson, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Betty L. Anderson, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Robert Clyde Anderson, Glenco Mills UMC, Columbia County
Rev. Susumu Ando, North Shore UMC, Wading River, NY
Yuri M., Ando North Shore UMC, Wading River, NY
Helen Andrew, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Len Andrew, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Rev. Vicky  Annin 
Rev. Bruce Anspach, West Hills UMC, West Hills, NY
Cleante Apollon, Bronxville, NY
Peter Arndtsen, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Khalil Azarani, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Inelle Cox Bagwell, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Lindsay Baker, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
M. Baker, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Danton Bankay, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Annette Baralo, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Kathryn Baralo, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Alexander Barbier, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Annalyn Courtney Barbier, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Diane Barclay, Community UMC, Massapequa, NY
Kate Barker, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rachael Barnett, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Erin J. Barr, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Kenneth H. Barr, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Jane Barrett, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Linda Barrington, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Ressie Mae Bass, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Michael Bennett, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Ron Bennett, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Dr. Dorothee Benz, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bruce Bergquist, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Susan L. Berntsen, Central Valley UMC, Central Valley, NY
Jane Bishop, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Uwe Boldt, Memorial UMC, Rye, NY
Sue Bolles, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Mary Grace Bookhardt, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Gina Boonshoft, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Frederick Boss, UMC of Tarrytown, Tarrytown, NY

Susan Bowen, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Christine Boyer, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Rev. Melissa Boyer, 

Trinity-Boscobel United Methodist Church, Buchanan, NY
Rev. Elizabeth Braddon, 

Stony Brook Community Church, Stony Brook, NY
Katie Braden, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Jennifer Brandstadter, Center Moriches UMC, Center Moriches, NY
Doris Braynard, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Frank Braynard, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Frank Breuer, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Betsy Brown, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Bill Brown, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Janice Brown, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Rev. Dr. John G. Brown III, Westport UMC, Westport, CT
Carrie Brunken, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Kimilee Bryant, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Tom Buffum, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Rev. Karen A.. Burger, Drew UMC, Carmel, NY
Alyshia Burke,  Church of the Village, New York, NY
Kathy Burkett, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Joan E. Burns, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Michael Cairl, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Maybelle Callender, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Laura Campbell, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Kareen Canora, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Rob Canora, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Linda Cantillano, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. John Capen , Gardnertown UMC, Newburgh, NY
Christine Capitelli, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Alycia Capone, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Heather Carmichael, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Maggie Carr, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rev. John Carr, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Brian Carreira, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Millie Carroll, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
George E. Carter, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Donald D. Casey, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Kathleen M. Casey, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Claudia Cass, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Bruce Y. Cha, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rev. Susan Chadwick, Trinity UMC, Bronx, NY
Martha Chapman, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Rev. Mark Charlton 
Rev. Dr. Mark H. Chatterton, First UMC, Middletown, CT
Dru Cherry, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
John Chin, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
David Chomowicz, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Brian Clark, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Carol Clark, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
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Dr. J. Elizabeth Clark, Park Avenue UMC, New York, NY
Patricia Clark, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Rev. Fred Clark, Cheshire UMC, Cheshire, CT
Connie Coddington, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Jesselyn Collins, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Karen Collins, Central Valley UMC, Central Valley, NY
Rev. John Collins, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Kieran Patrick Furner Conroy, Central Valley UMC, Central Valley, NY
Rev Karen Cook, First UMC, Wallingford, CT
Linda Cook Mann, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Marilou Corpuz, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Rev. Carol Matteson Cox, Katonah UMC, Katonah, NY
J. Ann Craig, New Paltz UMC , New Paltz, NY
Byron Crosdale, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Nancy Crumley, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Douglas Cunningham, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Ruth Ann Cunningham, Fordham UMC, Bronx, NY
Rev. Matthew T. Curry, Mt. Kisco UMC, Mt. Kisco, NY
Jennifer Dale, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Guy D’Angelo, East Moriches UMC, East Moriches, NY
Judith Darak, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, Milford, CT
Lisa Darak, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, Milford, CT
Adam Davidson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lanchelle Davis, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Nancy Davis, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Diana Dawson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Lorraine De Armitt, Southold UMC, Southhold, NY
Rev. Glenn Adone Deacon, Ronkonkoma UMC, Ronkonkpoma, MY
Jon Deak, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Michael Denny, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
John Detzel, Glendale UMC, New York, NY
Michele Dexter, Stony Brook Community Church, Stony Brook, NY
Laura DiAngelo, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Kathryn Dickinson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Darlene DiDomineck, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Edward Dobihal, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Shirley Dobihal, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Jayson Kerr Dobney, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Margery Dodge, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Andre Domingues, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Ada Donawald, Church of the Village, New York, NY
John Donlon, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Betty Ann Driver, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Jani Druck, AEIM (Extension Ministry) 
Nancy J. Duffrin, North Shore UMC, Wading River, NY
Don Duggan, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Kristen Dunn, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Helen Dwyer, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Rev. James Dwyer, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Haftan Eckholdt, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY

Rev. Woodrow Eddins, Asbury UMC, Forestville, CT
Rev. Richard Edwards, Retired Elder 
Mary E. Edwards-Ranson, St. Paul’s UMC, Ithaca, NY
Ethel Eger, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Rev. Robert Emerick, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Dr. Karen Engelman, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, Milford, CT
Kathryn Erbe, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Nancy Erickson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Judy Estes, Stony Brook Community Church, Stony Brook, NY
Ben Ewing, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lori Farist, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Louise R. Fawcett, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Kay Fiedler, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Troy Files, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Julia Finn, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Salih Fisher, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Eric Fjeldal, Yalesville UMC, Wallingford, CT
John C. Flake, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Christina Fleming, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Vicky A. Fleming, Bethel UMC, Bethel, CT
Charles Flickinger, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Vicki I. Flippin, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Dr. Charlene Floyd, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Louisa Floyd, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Melinda Floyd, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
John F. Forde, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Roseann Forde, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rebekah Forni, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Margaret Guerzon Fox, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Judy LeVan Fram, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Marisa Fram, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Michael Fram, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Stacey Fritz, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Patricia Galgan, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Alyssa Garcia, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Cheryl Georges, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Karen Gerlach, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Eleanor Geryk, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Caroly R. Gibson, Trumball UMC, Tumball, CT
Miatta Gizzie, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Walter Gizzie, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Zubah Gizzie, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Frank Glass, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Stephen Goldstein, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Jojo Gonzalez, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Thomas W. Goodhue, First UMC, Amityville, NY
K’Anne Gore, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Chris Grabenstein, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Barbara Grecki, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY

God Honors all Covenantal Relationships – 
Why Not the Church?

3



Janet Greene, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Shariff Griggs, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Eric Groepler, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Tracy Gross, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Trudy Grove, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Larry Gruber, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Kenneth J. Guest, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Frances Helen Guest, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Amy C. Gunter, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Amy T. Gunter, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Catherine Rhett Butler Gunter, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Marley Gunter, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Natalie Gunter, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Lois Habenicht, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Karen Hackett, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Michael Hackett, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
David R. Hall, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Joann Hall, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
John Hall, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Phil Hall, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Emily Hall, Central Valley UMC, Central Valley, NY
Sarah Halliday, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Lisa Hamm-Greenawalt, Memorial UMC, Mamaroneck, NY
Erika Hampson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Robert Hancock, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Betsy Hansel, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Irv Hansen, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Liv Hansen, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Joyce Hanson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Faser Hardin, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt, Cheshire UMC, Cheshire, CT
Jennifer Hardy, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
John Hardy, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Kaye Hardy, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Timothy B. Hare, Huntington UMC, Shelton, CT
Elise Harris, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Wanda Harris, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Jim Harvey, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rachel R. Harvey, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Shannon Hayes, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Laura Heckman, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Sam Hedrick, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
John Helmstadter, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Maika Hemphill, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Steve Hemraj, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Casandra Hinnen, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Melissa Hinnen, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Rev. Kevan Hitch, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Rev. Virginia C. Hoch 

Glen Hoffs, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Elizabeth Hollow, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Kim Honig, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Rev. Bryan Hooper, Hartford UMC, Hartford, CT
Edward Horan, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Susan Horan, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Rev. Edward Horne, Westport UMC, Westport, CT
Geoffrey Horrell, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Hilary Horrell, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Debra Horvath, UMC of Tarrytown, Tarrytown, NY
Maureen Howard, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Royal Huber, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Anne Hughes, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Virginia Hulbert, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Daisy Hull, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Tracie Hunte, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Deborah Huntington, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Amanda Iahn, Town of Esopus UMC, Wallkill, NY
Rev. Takayuki Ishii, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Barbara Isole, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Cordelia Istel, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Stacey James, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Natalie Jeffrey, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Megan Jenkins, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Marguerite K. Jhonson, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, Milford, CT
Rev. Roger D. Johns, Saint Mark’s UMC, Rockville Centre, NY
Linda Johnsen, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bishop Alfred Johnson, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Susan Johnson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Sydney Johnson, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Reginald Jones, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rev. Elizabeth Jones, Litchfield UMC, Litchfield, CT
Rev. Lucy E. Jones, Reservoir UMC, Shokan, NY
Dana E. Jones, Deaconess, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
bj, Karpen St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. K Karpen, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Joanne Kay, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Suzanne Kerr, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Belle Kicinski, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Rev. Jack K. King, Setauket UMC, Setauket, NY
D.T. Kirby, Community UMC, Jackson Heights, NY
Ellen Kirby, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Russell Kirby, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Cheryl Klein, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. E. Sue Klein, Newtown UMC, Sandy Hook, CT
Bridget Knapp, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Rev. Noel Koestline, East Hampton UMC, East Hampton, NY
Hesung C. Koh, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Mary Kovoor, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
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Kathy Krebser, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Julia Kristeller, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Paulette Kunigiskey, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Dr. Robert G. La Camera, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Tracy Laderer, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Marie Laguerre-Lewis, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Lorna Lake, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Chris Lamar-Sterling, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rev. Sara Lamar-Sterling, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Michael Lambdin, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Hector Laporta, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Kenneth A. Lee, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Parris Lee, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Sungmu Lee, Bay Shore UMC, Bayshore, NY
Ellen Baer Leeds, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
John Leff, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bevery Leffers, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Brooks H. Leonard, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Jean Leonard, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Carol Lillie, Center Moriches UMC, Center Moriches, NY
Sarah Lilly, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Tanzen Lilly, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Cheng-Yi Lin, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Jenn Lindsay, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Jean S. Link, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rachel Linn, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Julie Lipton, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Pierre Lipton, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Roena Littlejohn, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Jorge Lockward, Grace UMC Spanish, New York, NY
Inez Lopez-Quiles, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Halley Low, Bay Shore UMC, Bohemia, NY
Nehemiah Luckett, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Bob Lukey, Katonah UMC, Katonah, NY
Viola Lull, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Elisa Lundy, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lynne Luxton, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Laurel Lynch, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Leonard Lynch, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Andrew Macdonald, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Joanne Macdonald, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Phyllis Machledt, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Gerry Mackey, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Ruth Mackey, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Chris Madden, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Verna Madden, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Joan Mallory, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Linda Mandrachia, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Suzy Marquard, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY

Bert Marro, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Alise Masterson, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Brett Masterson, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Joseph Masterson, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Kathleen Masterson, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Lee Mathison, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Richard Mathison, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Joan Maucere, Huntington UMC, Shelton, CT
Jeremiah Mayfield, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Pam McAllister, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Dr. George D. McClain, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Dave McGaughey, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Larry McGaughey, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Marilyn McKeown, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Regla McKnight, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Cheryl Melchiorre, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
James Melchiorre, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Emanuel Meli, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Melodye Melora, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Rev. Barbara E. Meltzer, Woodbury UMC, Woodbury, NY 
Rev. Ralph A. Merante, SUNY New Paltz, New Paltz, NY
Cary Miller, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Emily Miller, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Lloyd Miller, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Clayton Z. Miller 
Rev. Herb Miller, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Lori Miller, Zion’s Hill UMC, Wilton, CT
Karen-Michelle Mirko, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Ivan Mironchuck, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Elsa Mohn, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Deborah Moore, Katonah UMC, Katonah, NY
Santos Morales, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Laurie Morris, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Jennifer Morrow, Mamaroneck UMC, Mamaroneck, NY
Caroline Morse, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Marie L. Moser, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Douglas Moss, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Jeff  Mummert, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Cory Munson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bill Naugle, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Virginia Navarro, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Beth Neilsen, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
David Nelson, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Kevin Nelson, Park Avenue UMC, New York, NY
Kristine Nevins, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Greg Nissen, Olivebridge UMC, Olivebridge, NY
Rev. Tilda Norberg, Summerfield UMC, Staten Island, NY
Elizabeth Norman, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Judy O’Brien, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY

God Honors all Covenantal Relationships – 
Why Not the Church?

5



Julia O’Brien, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Dorothy O’Hanlon, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rosangela Oliveira, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Sandra G. Owen, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Ruben Pagan, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Jackie Palance, Prospect UMC, Bristol, CT
Claire Pamplin, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lorraine Papa, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Hazel B. Pappas, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rev. Richard S. Parker, Babylon UMC, Babylon, NY
Judy Parris, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Carolyn Partelow , Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Lawrence Partelow , Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Charlotte Patton, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Martha Patton, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Andrew Peck-McClain, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Emily A. Peck-McClain, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Juan L. Pena, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Brian Pendley, Holmes UMC, Holmes, NY
Anita Perloff, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Laura Perry, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Jen Petersen, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Stephen Phillips, Pleasantville UMC, Pleasanville, NY
Sarah Phipps, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Gabrielle Pianka, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Susan Pohlmann, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Janet Porcher, First UMC, Oceanside, NY
Carl Pozzi, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Alice Preisendorfer, Reservoir UMC, Shokan, NY
Rudy Preisendorfer, Reservoir UMC, Shokan, NY
Annie Presley, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bruce Pribram, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Kenneth W. Prill, Center Moriches UMC, Center Moriches, NY
Rudy Prudente, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Carl V. Puleo, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Joyce Pyle, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bob Quinn, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Jason Radmacher, John Street UMC, New York, NY
John T. Randolph II, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. A. Erik Rasmussen, Bellport UMC, Bellport, NY
Esther Ready, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Emily Regas, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Mary Ruth Reitz, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Karen Reynolds, Saugerties UMC, Saugerties, NY
Barbara Rhodes, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Nancy L. Rice, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Milagros Ricourt, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Sally Ridgeway, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Joyce Riley, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY

James Ring, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Wally Robinson, Stony Brook Community Church, Stony Brook, NY
Jessica M. Rodriguez, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Marcos Rodriguez-Quijano, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Cynthia A. Roney, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
George I. Rose, Sr., First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Jeff Roth, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Cynthia Round, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Lance Ruiz Carlile, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Luisamaria Ruiz Carlile, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Ann Rutt, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Marion Sachdeva, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rev. Agnes Campbell Saffoury, Sloatsburg UMC, Sloatsburg, NY
Tim Sanford, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Katie Sanjeck, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Rev. J. Manny Santiago, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rodney Sapini, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Stacey Sarnicola, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bob Sauchelli, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Ann Schagel, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Walter H. Schenck, Retired Elder
Darien Schnaithman, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Paul Schneller, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Rev. Brian Schofield-Bodt, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, Milford, CT
Wayne Schwartz, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Carol Scott, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Deborah Holston Selden, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Edwin vanDeusen Selden, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Barbara Sette, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Amy Sheets, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Latoya D. Sherron, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Sara Silver, Memorial UMC, Yorktown Heights, NY
Jaqueline Skiles, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lindsey Smith, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Marilyn K. Smith, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Rev. Tom Smoot, St. Paul’s UMC, Northport, NY
Marylee Smyth, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Leslie Soha, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Michael  Soha, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Julie Songer, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Amy Alison Stack, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Christina H. Stack, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Edward W. Stack, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Kimberly Anne Stack, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Suzanne Gail Stack, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Ralph Stalter, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rick Stazesky, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Sonny Stephens, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Bob Stevenson, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
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Ginny Stevenson, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Matthew Stoops, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Louise Stowe-John, First UMC, Amityville, NY
Claire A. Strand, Cheshire UMC, Cheshire, CT
Sandi Stratton-Gonzalez, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Charles H. Straut, Kings Highway UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Bonnie Stretch, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lauren E. Strickland, Westport UMC, Westport, CT
Rev. Donald E. Struchen, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Doris Strugatz, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Linda Stubbs, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Michael F. Suing, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Mary Ellen Summerville, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Rev. Scott Summerville, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Elise Teichert, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Cathlene Terbetski, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Larry Thomas, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Mary Thombs, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Linda Thompson, First UMC, Amityville, NY
Jo Goodson Tiedeman, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
John Tiedeman, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Kathryn Tinghitella, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Dr. J. Terry Todd, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Greg Todd, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Kristin Tolliver, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Rev. Ronald D. Tompkins, Community UMC, Jackson Heights, NY
Inez Torres-Quiles, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Maria Torres-Quiles, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Gary Trahan, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Adeline Tucker, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Marian Tuffin, Bay Ridge UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Julia Tulloch, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Ken Tulloch, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Rev. Sara Thompson Tweedy, 

Federated Church of Kerhonkson, Kerhonkson, NY
Marilyn Van Tine, Valhalla UMC, Valhalla, NY
Mana Velez, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Joseph Villano, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Patricia P. Wager, New Paltz UMC , New Paltz, NY
Ryan Wager, New Paltz UMC , New Paltz, NY
Ronald A. Wager, Sr., New Paltz UMC , New Paltz, NY
Sylvia Wagner, Sea Cliff UMC, Sea Cliff, NY
Marilyn Wakefield, Reservoir UMC, Shokan, NY
Jane Wakeman, Golden Hill UMC, Bridgeport, CT
Jerome Walker, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Marcia Ward, First and Summerfield UMC, New Haven, CT
Rev. W. Joel Warner, Jr. , Port Jefferson UMC, Port Jefferson, NY
Doc Watson, North Shore UMC, Wading River, NY
Lisa Watson, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY

David Webb, Church of the Village, New York, NY
Rev. Jeff Wells, Community UMC, Massapequa, NY
Ruth Wesserling, Plutarch UMC, New Paltz, NY
Rev. Dr. Traci West, Drew University
Brent Westrop, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Dawn Wheatley, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Barbara Wheeler, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Welker White, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Zan White, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Dr. Robert Whitfield, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, Milford, CT
Rev. Ruth Dunn Widmann, Bayport UMC, Bayport, BY
Karl J. Wiemer, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Nancy Wilks, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Lindsey Williams, Plutarch UMC, New Paltz, NY
Carol A. Wilson, Cheshire UMC, Cheshire, CT
Orita Wilson, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
John Winkel, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Karen Winkel, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Marcia Winter, Mary Taylor Memorial UMC, Milford, CT
Elaine Winward, Jesse Lee Memorial UMC, Ridgefield, CT
Michael J. Witsch, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
Julie Wityk, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
Laura Wolf-Powers, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Anne Wong, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Rev. Hyoungdock Yoo, East Berlin UMC, East Berlin, NY
Damian Young, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Jacquelyn Young, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Nancy E. Young, Park Slope UMC, Brooklyn, NY
Christa Zaldiva, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
Rita Zearfoss, Asbury-Crestwood, Yonkers, NY
J.M. Zeigler, St. Paul and St. Andrew, New York, NY
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